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| "] the language of publication of the international application (under Rule 48.3(b)). 
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1. 



Statement 



Novelty (N) 



Claims 
Claims 



1 



10 



YES 
NO 



Inventive step (IS) 



Claims 
Claims 



1 



10 



YES 
NO 



Industrial applicability (IA) 



Claims 
Claims 



1 



10 



YES 
NO 



2. 



Citations and explanations (Rule 70.7) 



NOVELTY (TNT) and INVENTIVE STEP (IS). Claims 1-10. 

(1) US 5162636. 

(2) US 5138135. 

(3) GB 2170002. 

(4) DE 4214509. 

The only independent claim, claim 1 is directed to a cooktop having at least one heating means beneath a transparent 
glass ceramic surface with an opaque layer on sections of the underside and a status indicator. The status indicator 
comprising; 

indicator means positioned directly underneath the surface and near the heating means, 
the opaque layer is removed directly above the indication means, 

control means to determine the temperature of the surface above the heating means and to energise or de-energise the 
indication means according to the temperature of the surface. 

None of the citations disclose the above combination of features. Hence, the present claims are novel and inventive over 
and above the disclosures in the prior art. 
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THE CLAIMS DEFINING THE INVENTION ARE AS FOLLOWS: 

1 . A cooktop including at least one heating means disposed beneath a substantially 
colourless and transparent ceramic glass, surface with an opaque layer on sections of the 
underside thereof and a status indicator, said status indicator comprising: 

indication means positioned directly underneath said surface proximate to said 
heating means wherein said opaque layer is not present directly above said indication 
means, allowing said indication means to be visible directly above said cook top, and 

control means configured to determine the temperature of said surface above said 
heating means and energise said indication means when said surface above said heating 
means is above a predetermined temperature and de-energise said indication means when 
said surface above said heating means is below said predetermined temperature. 

2. A status indicator according to claim 1 wherein said control means comprises an 
electric circuit fed from a transformer less supply. 

3. A status indicator according to claims 1 or 2 wherein the colour emitted by said 
indication means is dependent on whether said heating means is energised. 

4. A status indicator according to any one of claims 1 to 3 wherein said indication 
means is at least one light emitting diode. 

5. A status indicator according to any one of claims 1 to 4 wherein said control means 
includes heat sensing means positioned in close proximity to said heating means, the 
electrical characteristics of which are temperature dependent. 

6. A status indicator according to claim 5 wherein said heat sensing means is a 
bimetallic switch. 

7. A status indicator according to claim 5 wherein said heating sensing means is a 
thermistor. 

8. A status indicator according to claim 5 wherein said heating sensing means is a 
positive temperature coefficient paste coated on the underside of said surface or said 
opaque layer. 
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9. A status indicator according to any one of claims 1 to 8 wherein said 
predetermined temperature is the maximum temperature for which human skin can safely 
be exposed to. 

10. A status indicator according to any one of claims 1 to 8 wherein said 
predetermined temperature is 50 °C. 
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